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Plan for todayôs session

Tracey Robbins and Kate Groves

1. Who we are and what we do 

2. The Big Impact: 2024 campaign statistics 

3. Four ways to support The Big Lunch 

What does good practice look like?
4. Sam Axtell: Wolverhampton City Council 

5. Carol Johns: Caredig Homes 

6. Jeannie Pasley: Cumberland Council 

7. Q&A: submit your questions via the Q&A box



We demonstrate and inspire 
positive action for the planet

Respect Protect Repair



Why working with communities 

is so important 

Climate emergency, poverty, food security, 

equality, health ïglobal problems but our 

experience of them is local 

Societal responses in crisis are critical to our 

planetary health. 

We believe in the power of community to shape a 

positive future for both people and the planet.



Our Communities Toolkit 

We design and deliver ideas and interventions that engage and excite ordinary people into 

taking small steps that make a big difference

The Network:

Supporting people, 

organisations and groups 

to build relationships and 

work together at 

community level

Month of Community: 

Good causes come 

together to celebrate 

community and

encourage action 

annually throughout June

The Big Lunch: 

the UKôs annual get 

together for neighbours 

and communities. 

Annually on the first 

weekend in June 

Community courses:

Building the skills and 

confidence of people UK-

wide to make more 

community action 

happen



Meet the team 

We work UK-wide, here are your country contacts:

Kate Groves

Marketing Manager 

& contact for 

England 

Lowri Jenkins

Country Manager for 

Wales

Grainne McCloskey

Country Manager for 

Scotland & Northern 

Ireland 



7 ï8 JUNE 2025

On the surface, The Big Lunch is as simple as sharing friendship, food and fun.

But beyond the bunting, cupcakes and conversation, it helps to break down barriers, build resilience 

and grow local connections, creating happier, healthier communities 



Everyone is welcome

Big Lunches come in all shapes and sizesé



The Big Impact  

Itôs an event where 
everyone is welcome, 

regardless of age, 
background, or 

social status
Big Lunch organiser 



The Big Impact  

Feeding community spirité 



The Big Impact  



The Big Impact  



The Big Impact  

Organisers can also fundraise for 

the Eden Project to support our 

work with nature and communities 

A whopping 

Ã100m raised for 

charitable causes at 

Big Lunches 

since 2015
with most going to support 

local projects



 

JUNE: JOIN THE MONTH OF COMMUNITY 





Four ways you can 

support The Big Lunch:

1. Promote 

2. Facilitate 

3. Support 

4. Organise 



1. Promote:

Å Sign up to support our programme 

Å Receive a comms toolkit by email 

Å Promote via all channels available

Å Get in touch if you need anything else

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/supporter-registration-form
mailto:%20kgroves@edenproject.com


ÅLift or reduce costs 

ÅProvide clear guidance, simple form and process

ÅPublicise application deadlines early

ÅGroup applications together under single traffic 

management order

ÅLend road closure signage 

Facilitate 

Local authorities: reduce red tape 

for road closures



ÅGet a Big Lunch pack 

ÅSet your date 

ÅInvolve local organisations, groups, 

businesses 

ÅPut it on The Big Lunch map

Organise a Big Lunch

South 
Willesborough
and Newtown 
Community 
Council

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch/the-big-lunch-map

