Building stronger communities
together

The Big Lunch: webinar for local government
and housing sector
30 January 2025

Tracey Robbins, Head of Communities
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Pl an for today o &

Tracey Robbins and Kate Groves

1. Who we are and what we do

2. The Big Impact: 2024 campaign statistics
3. Four ways to support The Big Lunch

What does good practice look like?

4. Sam Axtell: Wolverhampton City Councill
5. Carol Johns: Caredig Homes

6. Jeannie Pasley: Cumberland Council

7. Q&A: submit your questions via the Q&A box
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Respect

We demonstrate and inspire
positive action for the planet
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Why working with communities
IS SO Important

Climate emergency, poverty, food security,
equality, health i global problems but our
experience of them is local

Societal responses In crisis are critical to our
planetary health.

We believe in the power of community to shape a
positive future for both people and the planet.
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Our Communities Toolkit

We design and deliver ideas and interventions that engage and excite ordinary people into
taking small steps that make a big difference

The Big Lunch:
the UKOs annua iy
together for neighbours

Month of Community:
Good causes come
together to celebrate

and communities.
Annually on the first
weekend in June

The Network:

Supporting people,
organisations and groups
to build relationships and
work together at
community level

community and
encourage action
annually throughout June

Community courses:
Building the skills and
confidence of people UK-
wide to make more
community action
happen



Meet the team

We work UK-wide, here are your country contacts:

Kate Groves Grainne McCloskey Lowri Jenkins
Marketing Manager Country Manager for Country Manager for
& contact for Scotland & Northern Wales
England Ireland
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On the surface, The Big Lunch is as simple as sharing friendship, food and fun.

But beyond the bunting, cupcakes and conversation, it helps to break down barriers, build resilience
and grow local connections, creating happier, healthier communities
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Everyone is welcome
BigLunchesc ome 1 n al




The Big Impact

Over 10M people joined in for 2024 - here's what they had to say...
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CLOSES THE DISTANCE
—> BETWEEN US é—

FOSTERS A SENSE OF BELUNGING
Sﬁlce attending a BIG LUNCH

It 6s an eve wher
everyone Is welcome,

regardless of age,

3IN 4 ittt

background, or

social status
Big Lunch organiser

people that joined in say
THE BIG LUNCH brings different
generations together and 76 % say
it connects people from different
ethnic backgrounds

of people feel more say it's made

EEIESS connected them feel like
lonely locally they belong more
in their community
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The Big Impact

Feeding community
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Over of BIG LUNCH attendees feel [
75% it had a positive impact on I
their community 1

say it's a good way to bring
4IN5 people with different views
and outlooks on life together
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The Big Impact

INSPIRES LOCAL
ENGAGEMENT

7 5 o/o of people that went to a

BIG LUNCH now have a greater
understanding of the local issues
affecting their communities

7 6 o/o say they're more likely to
get involved in community activities

ENCOURAGES VOLUNTEERING

NE'617,000 g

people volunteered their time to organise a
BIG LUNCH and almost 80% of attendees feel
inspired to get more involved in voluntary activities

[ 2BIG LUNCH | JiE =2

Foundation




The Big ImpaCt “ People are more willing to get

involved in maintaining and
improving our shared spaces,
leading to a more vibrant
neighbourhood.

CDNNECTS PEOPLE l,..-—-~.,:' Big Lunch organiser ,’
TO NATURE - &G

3 IN 4 people say they are more likely
to make changes to their lifestyle to
protect nature and the environment

after attending a BIG LUNCH
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The Big Impact
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A whopping VN,
A 1 0 Qamed for YOUR smay

charitable causes at
Big Lunches
since 2015

with most going to support The Eden p
. f roj
local projects inspires positing . JCMONStrates ang

Organisers can also fundraise for
the Eden Project to support our
work with nature and communities

Onate or Visit [~ c

bit.’Y/dQnat
e-eden-project iy ”

AT OUR BIG LUNCH.

) THAT'S SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE!
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Four ways you can
support The Big Lunch:

1. Promote
2. Facllitate
3. Support
4.

Organise
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1. Promote:

Sign up to support our programme

Recelve a comms toolkit by emall

Promote via all channels available

¥, thurrock.gov.uk

thurrock.gov.uk uses cookies to make the site sir

Home » News » Organise a community event

News

Community Big Lunches in Thurrock

19 July 2024
Over the summer, 10 Community Big Lunches are being held in parks and open spaces across Thurrock.

Community Big Lunches are like free mini festivals, with lots of entertainment and opportunities to enjoy
lots of money. These events have been created in partnership the borough's voluntary groups.

Events will take place on the following dates.

Date

‘ Event

Monday 29 July Purfleet Big Lunch

Do o To  Ix

«uRTHERN
<. HOUSING

&E ¥ CONSORTIUM

VOICE OF THE NORTH

About  Membership  Events  Services Influencing

rhe Big Lunch Building Pride in Place

27 March 2024 | News | by dellwood

In November 2023 the Northern
Housing Consortium and partners
published Pride in Place: Views from
Northern Communities. As part of the
project, residents across the North told
us that neighbourliness was central to
what made them proud of their areas.
‘eople wanted to see more done to
»port initiatives that promote
munity spirit, increasing social
~tion but also tackling loneliness
tion.

“.anideafrom the Eden
~sible by the National

Get In touch If you need anything else

Thursday 1 August

West Thurrock Big Lunch

"o mnday 7 August

Chadwell St Mary Big Lunch

Tilbury — Picnic in the Park

Grays — Seabrooke Rise Commu

Aveley Big Lunch

Corringham Big Lunch

Procurement Resources News Contactus Search
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You are here: Home / News / News / The Big Lunch Buik
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LATEST NEWS

NHC responds to rent policy
consultation 14 January 2025

New research from the Fabian R|VERS|DEO RGUK
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Society about housing quality

13 enary 2025 Botcherby Big Lunch Invitation - Riverside

Northern Housing Consortium

welcomes English Devolution. - BOtCherby Big Lunch is an invitation to residents of Botcherby in Carli...
White Paper 19 December 2024
NHC members host senior civ

servant in West Yorkshire 1¢
December 2024

NHC's Tom Kennedy rv to your post 9 o
in Thinkhouse Early .

Researcher’s Prize

2024



https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/supporter-registration-form
mailto:%20kgroves@edenproject.com

Facilitate

Local authorities: reduce red tape
for road closures

A Lift or reduce costs
A Provide clear guidance, simple form and process
A Publicise application deadlines early

A Group applications together under single traffic

management order

A Lend road closure signage



" ' The Big Lunch at the Stony Stratto,.
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COF;EéJO\NUSFOROURy RiverSide Fair
BIGLUNCH

Organise a Big Lunch Vg oo

date for your diary to come and join in on the Milfeld between 12.00 and 16.00. A
FAIR et s igond Fa
A pe toreplicate the success oflastyear with five music, fairground rides, b M,
200 L g || focepaining chidren' acites, food and aft tals etc. Plase come down o (‘ BIGLUNCH
¢ see whatis on offer or just bring a rug and picnic and enjoy the entertainment. RIVERSIDE

. 'A\m L A This event s organised and run by the Events Working Group of Stony Straford,
A Get a qu LunCh paCk & / ~allofwhomarevolunteers. I you would liketo oin in helping with the event
- either on the day, or before or after the event, lease contact
stony.ewg@gmail.com.

it Information

A Set your date """""""""""""""""""""" ~ Please watch this website and Facebock page for frther updates.

A Involve local organisations, groups,
businesses

A Put it on The Big Lunch map



https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch/the-big-lunch-map

